
The Plaza is teaming up with local libraries to bring you The Cineaste: From Book to Screen. First, pick up the book at 
your local library. Then after reading, you’ll have a chance to watch the film adaptation followed by a discussion about 
the differences between the two and the process of adapting a novel into a screenplay. Discussions will be co-facilitated 
by faculty and alumni from the St. Joseph’s College film studies program and librarians from participating local libraries.

Inquire at the Patchogue-Medford Library, or South Country Library about how you can get involved in their book 
discussions. If you aren’t affiliated with one of the libraries, you can still get involved by reading the book and 
participating in our post-screening discussion. Book clubs are a great way to interact with friends and family while 
having an engaging discussion about literature. Audiobooks are also a great way to get involved if you’re looking 
to fit in a good read on a busy schedule.

C I N E M A   &
MEDIA             CENTERARTSARTS

PERSEPOLIS (NR)  
April 15 - 11:00 AM & April 20 - 7:30 PM

This uniquely styled graphic novel traces the biographical history of its author, Marjane Satrapi as she 
depicts her progression from childhood to becoming an adult. Satrapi grew up at a pivotal point in Iranian 
history as her adolescence was spent in the depths of the Islamic revolution. Told from her perspective, she 
moves back and forth between Iran and Iraq, facing societal clashes, losing loved ones to the revolution 
and being consistently separated from her family both physically and in shared ideologies. The non-fiction 
graphic novel was ranked by newsweek as the fifth best non-fiction book of the 2000s. Persepolis was 
adapted into a film in 2007, following the same artistic style as the graphic novel with the exception of some 
moments being displayed in color. A team of twenty animators were given the task of transforming Satrapi’s 
graphic novel into a moving animation, a project that emphasized traditional animation techniques as well 
as the capabilities of only using two solid colors (black and white) to achieve depth. The film was a co-Jury 
prize winner at Cannes, and was also nominated for an Oscar in 2007. 

Book Written by Marjane Satrapi Directed by Marjane Satrapi, Vincent Paronnaud

V FOR VENDETTA (R)  
May 13 - 8:30 PM & May 18 - 7:30 PM

Set in a dystopian version of England, this 1980s British graphic novel offers a post-apocalyptic take on 
society. England has been overthrown by a fascist party and transformed into a police state. Alan Moore’s 
signature style shrouds the panels of the novel in beautiful yet darkened illustrations of a society trying to 
rebel. The novel opens as young Evey Hammond is saved from an assault by a masked man named V. 
His iconic Guy Fawkes mask becomes the face of a revolution, as he partakes in anarchist acts to try to 
overthrow the fascist government. Evey becomes involved in his desire to break free of the constraints of 
their situation, and she too becomes involved in a resistance movement while also trying to understand 
who V really is. All the while, various police detectives and government officials become wrapped up in 
understanding who V really is, and more importantly how to stop him before he commits more terrorist 
acts against them. The 2005 live action film stars Natalie Portman as Evey, and the dystopian thriller has 
been heralded for giving the Guy Fawkes mask its status as a pop-culture icon for use in protests against 
oppressive regimes around the world. 

Book Written by Alan D. Moore Directed by James McTeigue
Starring Natalie Portman, Hugo Weaving, Stephen Rea



The Plaza Cinema & Media Arts Center is a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3), community supported organization.  
This means that there are no shareholders, and that all monies are used to fund operations, programming and capital campaigns.

For more information on the Book to Screen series,  
visit www.plazamac.org/book-to-screen.

For information on book discussions at the Patchogue-Medford Library,
please call (631) 654-4700 or visit www.pmlib.org.

GENERAL ADMISSION: $9 • STUDENTS: $7 • MEMBERS: $6 • CHILDREN (12 & UNDER): $5
20 Terry Street, Suite 121 • Patchogue, NY 11772 • (631) 438-7333 • www.plazamac.org

NERUDA (R)  
June 10 - 11:00 AM & June 15 - 7:30 PM

Having been heralded by Gabriel García Márquez as “the greatest poet of the 20th century in any 
language” Pablo Neruda has made an immeasurable impact on literature through his poetry. Born 
Ricardo Eliécer Neftalí Reyes Basoalto, he took his pen name in homage to Czech poet Jan Neruda. 
He won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1971 and later became a diplomat in addition to his career 
in poetry. Neruda wrote surrealist poems, historical poems, and manifestos, often using green ink as 
his own symbol for hope and desire in his work. During his life Neruda faced exile and conflict due to 
his connections to the communist party in Chile. All the while he wrote poems, amassing hundreds 
of poems and countless volumes of work later translated into English. The 2016 film Neruda focuses 
on the political controversy that surfaced after Neruda made a speech against the anti-communist 
government of Chile in 1948. There was a large manhunt for his arrest after the speech, and he and his 
wife had to go into hiding, eventually leading to his exile. The film premiered at the 2016 Cannes film 
festival and also ran at the Toronto and New York film festivals.

Since the film is not based on a novel, the book clubs will instead read, The Essential Neruda, a collection of 
poems, and an 8-page biography from The Encyclopedia of World Literature in the 20th Century.

Directed by Pablo Larraín Starring Gael García Bernal, Luis Gnecco, Mercedes Morán

TRUE GRIT (R)  
July 8 - 8:30 PM & July 13 - 7:30 PM

This 1968 novel originally started out as a serial series in the Saturday Evening Post. The novel is 
narrated by Mattie Ross, an elderly woman telling a story about her life when she was fourteen years 
old. After the murder of her father, a young Mattie works to avenge his death by enlisting the help of a 
Texas Ranger and a friend nicknamed Rooster. Together they go after the outlaw drifter Tom Chaney, 
who is responsible for the murder. Along the way the three characters are swept up into an unlikely 
friendship. The three are brought together for very different reasons, as each person desires their own 
personal revenge. The novel has been adapted into several film and TV adaptations, with one of them 
starring John Wayne as Rooster. In 2010 the Coen Brothers produced their own adaptation of the novel, 
which was later nominated for ten academy awards. The film stars Jeff Bridges as Rooster and Matt 
Damon as Texas Ranger LaBoeuf. The film follows the same crew, the “grit” of each protagonist being 
tested in various trials and tribulations. 

Book Written by Charles Portis Directed by Joel and Ethan Coen
Starring Matt Damon, Jeff Bridges, Josh Brolin


