
SESSIONS, DATES, AND TIMES

SESSION 1: JULY 10-14, 17-21, 24-28
SESSION 2: JULY 31-AUG 4, AUG 7-11, 14-18

9:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
ISABELLA ROSSELLINI’S FARM, BROOKHAVEN

TUITION & REGISTRATION

TUITION: $585 | SIBLING DISCOUNT: $545

The class is suitable for adults and kids 14+ and is set up 
so students can take both sessions and make two films, 

each with a different topic.

At Isabella Rossellini’s Farm

In this extensive 3-week production course, students will have 
the opportunity to make a short film that expresses a point of 
view about local issues that resonate worldwide. Films can be 
personal or political, serious or funny.

This hands-on course supports students’ engagement in their 
local community by teaching them the principles of merging 
everyday events and journalism with the art and skill of 
documentary filmmaking. Students will learn how to research 
compelling stories, effectively use a camera, write and record 
narration, and edit the different elements of the story together 
with graphics and sound effects using non-linear editing tools. 

At the end of the each session, there will be a screening party 
where friends and family are invited to view the completed films.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES – Students will:

• Understand how visual and aural information communicate a point of view

• Utilize creative and structural thinking skills to write a story outline

• Collaborate in teams and develop effective observation, listening, and interviewing skills

• Use video and audio equipment technically and creatively

• Create a compelling visual story using non-linear editing tools while applying   

 organizational, technical, and creative skills to various elements of the film    

 (interviews, “b-roll”, music, sound effects, voice over, graphics) 

Sessions will be held offsite at the Brookhaven farm of Plaza Media Arts Center’s 

Honorary Trustee Isabella Rossellini. The location will offer ample space for students to 

learn how to properly utilize the production gear and to break into collaborative groups 

for researching and outlining their stories. Having access to a working farm will 

naturally provide storylines on the environment (apiculture/beekeeping),food (organic 

farming), animals (endangered breeds of farm animals), business (farm stands and 

farm to table restaurants), and community.
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REEL
CHANGE
SHORT DOCUMENTARY 
FILM PRODUCTION CLASS

LEARN FROM PROFESSIONAL FILM MAKERS WORKING IN THE FIELD.



RON RUDAITIS
Producer/Director

A three-time Emmy® Award-winning filmmaker, six-time Emmy® nominee, 
and international film and video festival winner, Ron Rudaitis has directed 
and produced numerous national PBS documentaries. His documentary 
films have aired on over 300 television stations across the country, including 
Farming the Future: Farm Life on Long Island; Suburban America: Problems 
& Promise; A Bridge Between Silence and Sound; The Puerto Ricans: Our 
American Story; The Italian Americans PBS series; Alzheimer’s: Is There 
Hope?, as well as episodes in the New York The Way It Was nostalgia series 
and ESPN Classic’s Sports Century series. A storyteller at heart, he brings 
passion and professionalism to every subject he explores: culture, history, 
health, science, sports, the environment, entertainment, or lifestyle.

Research shows that 
out-of-school programs 
enhance and complement 
students’ in-school 
experience, support healthy 
social and emotional 
development, foster cultural 
diversity, teach crucial 21st 
century skills, and promote 
academic success.

In a National Endowment for the Arts 
publication (July 26, 2007), researchers 
reported that learning through the arts can 
be beneficial in the following ways:

• Contributes significantly to improved   
 critical thinking, problem solving and   
 decision-making
• Fosters higher-order thinking skills of   
 analysis, synthesis, and evaluation
• Engages multiple skills and abilities   
 such as communication, manipulation,   
 interpretation, and understanding of   
 complex symbols related to language   
 and mathematics
• Develops imagination and judgment 

CONFIDENT YOUTHS, STRONG FAMILIES, THRIVING COMMUNITIES: THE PLAZA IS COMMITTED TO OFFERING 
OUT-OF-SCHOOL PROGRAMS IN MEDIA ARTS, COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY AND MEDIA LITERACY.

TO REGISTER, GO TO: WWW.PLAZAMAC.ORG/DOCUMENTARY-CLASSES
The Plaza Cinema & Media Arts Center

20 Terry Street (Suite 121), Patchogue NY 11772 • (631) 438-0083 • www.plazamac.org
C I N E M A    &
MEDIA             CENTERARTS ARTS 

ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR:

RON RUDAITIS

PRODUCER/DIRECTOR


