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L. S. B. Leakey, was a Kenyan paleoanthropologist and 
archaeologist who focused his research on the study of 
hominids (chimpanzees, gorillas, and orangutans) 
searching for a linkage between Neanderthals and Homo 
sapiens. We know the main difference is that Homo sapiens 
had a voice box (larynx) that enabled them to communicate 
verbally, while Neanderthals could only grunt and club. Hence Homo sapiens became a dominant species able to 
strategize, communicate, and create all the basics needed for survival, including hunting, weapons, gardening, and tools of 
every kind. In addition to being able to teach about subjects from the past and in the future, creating emotional and 
intellectual property always up for discussion and revision.  In his long adventurous and sometimes scandalous career, 
Leakey created what has become known as "Leakey's Angels" - Jane Goodall studying the chimps, Dian Fossey studying 
gorillas, and Birutė Galdikas studying orangutans. Each of his hired "angels" struck out on their own and created 
phenomenal research that has distinguished them as valuable scholars in their own daring and adventurous research.

Hollywood has had a lot of fun with this relationship between human women and the male hominid with multiple versions 
of King Kong, Tarzan and Jane, always playing with the vulnerability and eventual human touch that can only exist 
between Homo sapien women and creatures of the jungle. Sigourney Weaver played the part of Dian Fossey in "Gorillas 
in the Mist," going further than any other explorer dared to go with Gorillas. Like wise, Hollywood's endless versions of 
King Kong take us to the edge of bestiality tamed by the touch of a woman. In the film, "Jane," a documentary assembling 
lost footage shot by Jane Goodall's husband, famed wildlife photographer Hugo van Lawick, we see and hear Jane 
Goodall at 83 years old narrating her own missing link: "I don't have any idea of who or what God is. But I do believe in 
some great spiritual power. I feel it particularly when I'm out in nature. It's just something that's bigger and stronger than 
what I am or what anybody is. I feel it. And it's enough for me."

The search for the "missing link" between humans and animals has confounded scientists for ages, looking for that little 
microscopic particle in fossilized bones that would give the world a glorious 'Aha!' moment, linking our DNA to some 
ancestor waking up in the twilight zone. Is it possible information was destroyed by some disease, some mutation, never 
allowing us to follow a Darwinian logic of evolution to its core? Where did humans come from? Outer space, or from the 
jungles of the hominids? In watching the incredibly beautiful cinematography never before released, we get yet another 
inside view of Jane Goodall's spiritual quest as she is welcomed into a tribe of chimpanzees in Gombe, Africa. We see the 
entire journey from one generation to another, how they mate, socialize, use tools to fish termites out of a mound, the love 
and emotional grief between a mother chimp and her son, warfare among tribes of chimps, and their near extinction when 
polio spreads among them. While scientists complain that Goodall was wrong to give the chimps names instead of 
numbers, we see how close and familiar they became as one family living together. Later we learn that chimpanzees today 
use touch screen computers to communicate and perfect creations of survival, perhaps demonstrating that we can go much 
further with our reach into the primal world. "Jane" the documentary is both compellingly real while showing the depths 
of a romantic relationship between human and beast.
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