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"I ask no favor for my sex. I ask only that our 
brethren take their feet off our necks,” quoting 
19th Century abolitionist, attorney, judge, and 
feminist Sarah Grimke, our current 85-year-
old Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg, brings life back into those 
words in a system that might have otherwise 
grown backwards in time. A rhyme discovered in that 180-year-old quote becomes the rap beat that makes RBG a 
rock star social change-maker today in a battle for equal rights, not only for women, but for all who have been 
discriminated against. Has it really taken 180 years to begin to lift that heavy white male dominating foot? If so, 
why so heavy that foot? And how did she get it lifted?

Filmmakers Julie Cohen (American Veteran) and, Betsy West (The Lavender Scare) combine patriotic vision with 
daring truth-telling about the laws that have governed and oppressed minorities in the United States. They show 
how step by step, case by case, a quiet demure rational minimalist, RBG, who believed that raising one's voice in 
an argument only turned people away from the table of justice, built a judicial system that has become the bedrock 
of the current feminist movement: "Can't Spell Truth Without Ruth."

Her story begins as a young girl growing up in Brooklyn, then in her marriage to Marty Ginsberg, the two enter 
Harvard Law School together. As one of only nine women in a class of about five hundred men, she excels in all 
her classes, her husband falls ill to cancer, she takes notes for both of them, types her husband’s dictated papers, 
cares for their two-year-old daughter and her sick husband—all while making the Harvard Law Review. 
Overcoming sexual harassment at Harvard and Columbia, she travels to Sweden to research gender relations, 
writing a book in Swedish that would give her hope that there was a country and a constitutional society that 
honored equal rights between men and women. In 1970, she co-founded the Women’s Rights Law Reporter, the 
first law journal in the U.S. to focus exclusively on women’s rights.

This documentary shows Justice Ginsberg personal love for her comedian husband, who doted on her for her 
unswerving intelligence: “He was the first boy I ever knew who treated women like they had a brain.” We see her 
at the opera where she actually participated as a performer, and with Judge Scalia riding an elephant on a safari. 
But the real substance of this documentary is how she won case after case, strategically building a precedence for 
many trials to come. She won a female service member an increased housing allowance for her husband; Social 
Security benefits for a widower who’s wife died at child birth; she gave minimum drinking ages for men and 
women equally, and challenged the validity of voluntary jury duty for women. Small cases, but in legal terms, 
they set precedence for larger cases that would follow, like Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, and the Virginia Military 
Institute’s (VMI) male-only admissions policy. She won a case for the right to lifers when it was discovered that if 
a female officer got pregnant, she would either have to leave her duty or get an abortion in order to maintain her 
position in the military. RBG won that case. What is most exciting about this documentary is that we see our 
judicial system working today under her leadership, keeping this country's promise to be great by remaining true 
to our civil liberties.
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